Regioselective synthesis of folate receptor-targeted agents derived from epothilone analogs and folic acid.
Efficient regioselective syntheses of conjugates of folic acid and cytotoxic agents derived from natural epothilones are described. These folate receptor (FR) targeting compounds are water soluble and incorporate a hydrophilic peptide-based spacer unit and a reducible self-immolative disulfide-based linker system between the FR-targeting ligand and the parent drug.